
diminishes the amount of urea; that is to say, it in¬
creases the amount of less soluble and not easily
eliminated waste matters, while it lessens the vehicle
which should carry them off. It increases the excre¬

tion of potash; which is to say, it demineralizes (as
regards potash) the red blood globules. Other
antipyretics have been tested, and will be treated of
in a later communication. How is the second indi¬
cation to be effected? i. By maintaining in the air
to be respired by the patient oxygen in sufficient
quantity. 2. By keeping the respiratory apparatus,
which is the port of entry of oxygen, in as perfect a
state as possible. 3. By stimulating the nervous

system, which exercises a direct influence on oxyda¬
tion (cold spongings and baths increase the coeffici¬
ent of oxydation, and regulate the proportion between
the phosphoric acid and the urinary nitrogen, proba¬
bly by the assistance of the reflex stimulation which
they exert on the nervous system). 4. By choosing
among the different drugs, those which cause increase
of oxydation. As to the chlorine salts, while they
furnish some oxygen to the system, they must be
given in large doses for this purpose; and as these
large doses are toxic, these salts should be rejected.
The iodine and bromine salts are more easily reduced
than those of chlorine, but the question of their
toxic action on the red globules is not yet solved.
We must therefore turn our attention to drugs which
favor the absorption of oxygen or set free oxygen.
Among the agents which will fulfil this indication
are alcohol in small doses, common salt, the alkalies,
the salts of organic acids, and the free ingestion of
liquids.
As has been already said, the second therapeutic

principle, derived from the chemical condition of
nutrition during typhoid fever, is to favor the elimina¬
tion of retained waste matters. This has already
been made a special study, one of the conclusions of
which is that a number of the so-called antipyretics,
among which may be mentioned the salicylates, do
not diminish intra-organic oxydation, but act on the
temperature, and assist in eliminating in a soluble
form, the slightly soluble extractives of the system.
We may then speak of this new method as "the re¬

moval by solution of incompletely oxydized organic
residue." The third principal, the restraining of the
disassimilation which is so exaggerated in fevers, will
be further studied by M. Robin.

COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETIES.
Two weeks since we stated that the ideal plan of a

complete and most efficient organization of the med-

ical profession in this country, required the organiza-
tion of the profession of every county or limited
district of each State and Territory, into a Society
with a constitution and by-laws providing for regular
meetings for mutual acquaintance and professional
improvement, and also for the election of one dele-
gate for every five of their members to unite with a

similar ratio of delegates from the other Societies in
the same State to constitute the State Society, which
should have its constitution and by-laws requiring at
at least one meeting annually, at which one delegate
for every ten of its members should be. elected to

unite with a similar ratio of delegates from all the
other State and Territorial Societies in constituting
the National representative organization of the pro-
fession of the whole country. It requires but a
moment of reflection to perceive that a State Society
composed of delegates thus chosen annually by the
professional organization of each county or district,
could not fail to represent correctly the social, scien¬
tific, and legal interests of the profession of that
State ; and that a National Society composed of

delegates similarly chosen annually by each of the
State Societies would be equally the true representa¬
tive of all the interests of the profession of the nation.
It is equally apparent that such a complete National
professional organization would offer the greatest
possible facilities for collecting and concentrating
the influence of the profession for any great or im¬
portant object, whether relating to the educational
and scientific advancement of the profession itself,
or the promotion of the sanitary interests of the
whole people ; and equally efficient for radiating the
spirit of investigation, mutual respect, and generous
emulation developed by the annual contact of the
most active and enlightened minds in the National
meetings, back through the State organizations to the
remotest county and parish· in our great Republic.
It is hardly necessary to remind our readers that a
representative National organization, capable of effi¬
cient work in the various directions here indicated,
has for its foundation the primary organization s in each
county or district. On the degree to which these can
be made to include every active and intelligent regu¬
lar member of the profession, and the activity with
which their regular meetings are sustained, will depend,
in a very great degree, both the permanency and value
of the State and National Associations. It is here,
in the incompleteness of the primary local organiza¬
tion of the profession in many parts of our country,
that we trace nearly all the important defects in the
practical working of our present State and National
Associations. While State Medical Societies exist
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in all the States, in only a very few do societies exist
in all the counties or small districts, and only in a

small number of the counties or districts in which
societies exist, do such organizations embrace all the
regular practitioners within their respective limits.
Hence the most important and urgently necessary
work in rendering the medical organizations of our
country more complete and more permanently valu¬
able, consists in active and persevering efforts to in¬
duce the formation of a" medical society in every
county containing five or more regular members of
the profession, in which they can meet each other
annually, semi-annually or quarterly, as they may
find convenient. Here they would form each other's
acquaintance, mutually increase each other's knowl¬
edge by reporting and discussing their more impor¬
tant cases, and their views of the local causes of such
endemic diseases as they met with, and by securing
the attendance of one or more of their number at
the annual meetings of the State Society, where they
would imbibe and bring back whatever was devel¬
oped of value, whether it be new facts, improved
practical methods, or increased zeal for investigation.
Equally earnest efforts should be made to induce all
the educated and reputable members of the profes¬
sion to join the county or local society where one

already exists. Experience has abundantly shown
that no practitioner in any department of the wide
domain of medicine and surgery can spend the same
amount of time in any other way so profitably as in
habitually attending the meetings of his professional
brethren, and personally participating in their work.
It softens his prejudices, multiplies his friendships,
stirs his spirit of honest emulation, quickens and dis¬
ciplines his thoughts, broadens the field of his mental
vision, and furnishes him with abundant opportunities
for making himself generally known and respected,
which he could gain nowhere else. A careful study
of the history of medical societies and those who
have sustained them, especially in this country and
Great Britain during the last half century, will de¬
monstrate the advantages to which we have alluded
as plainly as the sunlight at noonday. Why, then,
do so many, especially of the younger members of
the profession, stand aloof in apparently selfish isola¬
tion, while others are content to enter into social re¬
lations only with a few who are cultivating a narrow

specialty—a mere half acre of the broad domain of
medicine? The answer we will try to give next week.

RESPONSIBILITY OF MEDICAL MEN IN REPORT-
ING CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.

Many months since much interest was excited in

medical circles by the prosecution of two highly es-

teemed physicians of New York for damages, by a

lady who had been placed in the pest-house by the
Health authorities on the strength of a certificate
given by the physicians that she had an attack of
small-pox, which she claimed was not true. It was
not claimed that the physicians had intentionally or
maliciously certified falsely, but simply that they had
failed to make a correct diagnosis, in consequence of
which she had been unjustly exposed to the atmos-

phere of a hospital for contagious diseases. Though
the defendants showed that they had only given
the certificate in obedience to the positive require-
ments of the law and in accordance with their best
judgment; and that the Health authorities were the
only parties responsible for the removal of the patient
from her home, yet the trial resulted in a verdict of
damages for a considerable amount. This decision
of the court placed every physician in a dilemma.
If, when called to a case of contagious disease in
that early stage when, as is well known, the chief
diagnostic symptoms are not sufficiently developed
to admit of a positively correct diagnosis, the physi¬
cian delays one or two days before he sends his re¬

port to the Health Department, and it proves to be
a case of small-pox or scarlet fever, he renders him¬
self liable to prosecution for not reporting it earlier;
while on the other hand, if he yields a prompt obe¬
dience to the law which requires an immediate report,
if he happens to err, the decision to which we have
alluded makes him liable for full damages to the pa¬
tient. This places every practising physician in a

position so manifestly unjust, that the defendants ap¬
pealed the above case to the Superior Court, which
has recently reversed the decision of the lower court
and set aside the judgment.

MULTIPLICATION OF MICRO-ORGANISMS.
In the Proceedings of the Royal Society, No. 245,

1886, Dr. Percy Frankland records some series of
very interesting experiments on this subject, and
shows that the pecularities ofmultiplication of micro\x=req-\
organisms have an intimate connection with the dis-
semination of infectious diseases. His experiments
show that at the ordinary temperature of the air the
micro-organisms show a decided tendency to become
fewer after some time of storing; but the number of
colonies is very greatly increased by exposure to an
incubating temperature. In filtered river water the
micro-organisms become multiplied at 20\s=deg\C. with
much greater rapidity than those in unfiltered water;
and the organisms in deep well-water manifest but
little tendency to multiply in the cold, but at 20\s=deg\C.
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